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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 2038 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 
STATE ALSO FOR T/IEP 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, KU 

SUBJECT: KUWAIT OIL COMPANY PRODUCTION DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: KUWAIT 1454 

1. KUWAIT OIL COMPANY PRODUCTION IN APRIL TOTALLED 77.2 
MILLION BARRELS. KOC CONTINUED TO PRODUCE AT RATE OF ALMOST 
2.6 MILLION BPD, ABOUT THE SAME AS DURING FIRST THREE MONTHS 
OF THE YEAR. 

2. A NEW STATISTIC WAS COMPILED FOR APRIL. IT IS LABELED 
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3,314880 BARRELS AND GOK 654,955. STATISTIC IS NOT EXPLAINED 
FURTHER BUT PRESUMABLY REFERS TO SHIPMENTS OF ROYALTY CRUDE. 

3. DURING APRIL CRUDE EXPORTS TOTALLED 68 MILLION BARRELS, 

NONE OF WHICH WAS EXPORTED TO THE U.S. LARGEST IMPORTERS IN 
APRIL WERE JAPAN, 20 MILLION BARRELS; UK, 13.2 MILLION 
BARRELS; ITALY, 6.9 MILLION BARRELS; FRANCE, 6.6 MILLION 
BARRELS. AND SINGAPORE, 6.1 MILLION BARRELS. AS IN PREVIOUS 
MONTHS NO CRUDE WAS EXPORTED TO HOLLAND ALTHOUGH KUWAITI 
CRUDE FOR BELGIUM WAS SHIPPED VIA ROTTERDAM. 

4. IN OTHER PRODUCTION DEVELOPMENTS, EMBOFF WAS TOLD BY 
KOC OFFICIAL THAT FOR FIRST TIME SINCE AUGUST, 1973, COMPANY 
VOLUNTARILY REDUCED PRODUCTION IN EARLY MAY. FOR ABOUT A 
WEEK PRODUCTION WAS HELD TO ABOUT 1.5 MILLION BPD 

BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF TANKERS. KOC OFFICIAL INDICATED THAT FOR 
THE FIRST TIME SINCE ARAB OIL EMBARGO AND PRODUCTION CUTBACKS, 
THE SOFTNESS OF MARKET FOR KUWAITI CRUDE HAS BEEN ENOUGH TO 
AFFECT PRODUCTION LEVELS IN KUWAIT. MEANWHILE, HARD-LINE 
DEPUTIES IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAVE BEGUN TO PRESS AGAIN 
FOR ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION LIMITATIONS, AND ATIQI RECENTLY 
TOLD VISITING BUSINESSMAN THAT OIL PRODUCTION IS UNLIKELY 
TO BE RAISED ABOVE PRESENT LEVEL IN NEAR FUTURE. 

STOLTZFUS 
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